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Specification 



The incorporation of essential material in the specification by reference to a foreign 
application or patent, or to a publication is improper. Applicant is required to amend the 
disclosure to include the material incorporated by reference. The amendment must be 
accompanied by an affidavit or declaration executed by the applicant, or a practitioner 
representing the applicant, stating that the amendatory material consists of the same material 
incorporated by reference in the referencing application. See In re Hawkins, 486 F.2d 569, 179 



USPQ 157 (CCPA 1973); In re Hawkins, 486 R2d 579, 179 USPQ 163 (CCPA 1973); and In re 
Hawkins, 486 F.2d 577, 179 USPQ 167 (CCPA 1973). 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Pat No 
6,134,559 issued to Brumme et al (hereafter Brumme). 
Claim 1: 

Brumme discloses an object integrated management system that manages real data managed 
by data management systems in an integrated manner, comprising: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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• a repository [Fig 1, 140, col 7, lines 54-60] that stores virtual objects respectively created 
correspondingly to real data [Fig 1, 120] 

• virtual object metamodels defining the virtual objects [uniform object model 100, Fig 1], 

• adapter objects [Fig 1, 110] having configuration information of said data management 
systems and a function of access processing for real data stored in said data management 
systems, and adapter object metamodels defining said adapter objects [Figs 1 and 3, col 
9, lines 25-45]; 

• a metamodel [Fig 2, 180, col 8, lines 29-43] management part that manages said virtual 
object metamodels and said adapter object metamodels within said repository; and 

• an object management part that manages said virtual objects and said adapter objects, and 
uses said adapter objects to access real data [Fig 1, 100, col 6, lines 32-48] 

Claim 2: 

Brumme discloses said virtual object metamodels and adapter object metamodels are 
respectively a class; said virtual objects and said adapter objects are respectively instances of a 
corresponding class; said virtual object metamodels and said adapter models are associated with 
each other; and said virtual objects and said adapter objects are associated with each other [col 1, 
lines 15-30] 

Claim 3: 

Brumme discloses wherein said adapter object metamodel is created for each of said data 
management systems [col 4, lines 16-28]. 
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Claim 4: 

Brumme discloses wherein, upon receipt of a request to refer to a virtual object, said 
object management part obtains the virtual object from said repository, obtains an adapter object 
associated with the virtual object, and uses it to refer to the value of real data [col 4, line 54 - col 
5, line 2] 

Claims 5 and 6: 

Brumme discloses an object integrated management system that manages the respective 
real data of plural data management systems managing real data in an integrated manner, 
comprising: a repository [Fig 1, 140, col 7, lines 54-60] that stores virtual objects respectively 
created correspondingly to real data for a certain data management system, a virtual object 
metamodel [uniform object model 100, Fig 1] defining the virtual objects, an adapter object [Fig 
1, 110] having configuration information of said data management system and a function of 
access processing for real data stored in said data management system, and an adapter object 
metamodel defining said adapter object; a metamodel management part [Fig 2, 180, col 8, lines 
29-43] that manages said virtual object metamodel and said adapter object metamodel within 
said repository; and an object management part [Fig 1, 100, col 6, lines 32-48] that manages said 
virtual objects and said adapter object, and uses said adapter object to access real data, wherein: 
upon receipt of a request to add a new data management system for integrated management, said 
metamodel management part stores a virtual object metamodel and an adapter object metamodel 
corresponding to the new data management system in said repository; relations are defined 
among virtual object metamodels and among adapter metamodels; and virtual objects and 
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adapter objects are formed as the respective instances of said virtual object metamodel and 
adapter object metamodel newly stored in the repository [col 4, line 54 - col 5, line 2]. 



Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Pat No 
5,361,349 issued to Sugita et al (hereafter Sugita). 

Claim 1: 

Sugita discloses an object integrated management system that manages real data managed 
by data management systems in an integrated manner, comprising: 

• a repository that stores virtual objects respectively created correspondingly to real data 
[Fig 1, col 3, lines 32-63], 

• virtual object metamodels defining the virtual objects [virtual object production process, 
Figs 12A-12C], 

• adapter objects having configuration information of said data management systems and a 
function of access processing for real data stored in said data management systems, and 
adapter object metamodels defining said adapter objects [relation management table 

1 100, Fig 8, col 6, line 48-col 7, line 20] 

• a metamodel management part that manages said virtual object metamodels and said 
adapter object metamodels within said repository [share management table 1000, Fig 8, 
col 6, line 48-col 7, line 20]; and 
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• an object management part that manages said virtual objects and said adapter objects, and 
uses said adapter objects to access real data [virtual object management program 314, Fig 
2, col 4, lines 3-15] 

Claim 2: 

Sugita discloses said virtual object metamodels and adapter object metamodels are 
respectively a class; said virtual objects and said adapter objects are respectively instances of a 
corresponding class; said virtual object metamodels and said adapter models are associated with 
each other; and said virtual objects and said adapter objects are associated with each other [Fig 
5 A, 430]. 

Claim 3: 

Sugita discloses wherein said adapter object metamodel is created for each of said data 
management systems [col 3, lines 48-51] 

Claim 4: 

Sugita discloses wherein, upon receipt of a request to refer to a virtual object, said object 
management part obtains the virtual object from said repository, obtains an adapter object 
associated with the virtual object, and uses it to refer to the value of real data [virtual object 
management table 315, Fig 2]. 

Claims 5 and 6: 

Sugita discloses an object integrated management system that manages the respective real 
data of plural data management systems managing real data in an integrated manner, comprising: 
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a repository [Fig 1, col 3, lines 32-63] that stores virtual objects respectively created 
correspondingly to real data for a certain data management system, a virtual object metamodel 
[Figs 12A-12C] defining the virtual objects, an adapter object [Fig 8, col 6, line 40-col 7, line 20] 
having configuration information of said data management system and a function of access 
processing for real data stored in said data management system, and an adapter object metamodel 
defining said adapter object; a metamodel management part [Fig 8, col 6, line 48-col 7 line 20] 
that manages said virtual object metamodel and said adapter object metamodel within said 
repository; and an object management part [Fig 2, col 4, lines 3-15] that manages said virtual 
objects and said adapter object, and uses said adapter object to access real data, wherein: upon 
receipt of a request to add a new data management system for integrated management, said 
metamodel management part stores a virtual object metamodel and an adapter object metamodel 
corresponding to the new data management system in said repository; relations are defined 
among virtual object metamodels and among adapter metamodels; and virtual objects and 
adapter objects are formed as the respective instances of said virtual object metamodel and 
adapter object metamodel newly stored in the repository [Fig 1, any one of file 2, file 3, file 5 
and file 8]. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: US Pat No 6,499,036 issued to Gurevich teaches movement of data between 
multiple, disparate data sources and the object-oriented computer programs that process the data. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Etienne LeRoux whose telephone number is (703) 305-0620. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic, can be reached on (703) 308-1436. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Patent related correspondence can be forwarded via the following FAX number (703) 
872-9306 

Etienne LeRoux 

April 30, 2004 < 




